Phencyclidine-induced alterations of rat electrophysiology.
Phencyclidine (PCP) at high doses causes both excitation and depression in the rat. The visual evoked potential (VEP) was measured in rats following PCP administration in doses ranging from 1 mg/kg to 56 mg/kg. Consistent lengthening of VEP latencies suggests that PCP has an unusual inhibitory effect on visual function in the presence of the excitatory signs of bilaterally synchronous cortical spiking. The epileptogenic properties of PCP are quite evident in rats.